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Biblical Principles of the Marriage Relationship
From Self -Confrontation by John C. Broger
“Marriage is not a social convenience not simply an invention for living together.  It is ordained by God to be a covenant of companionship and mutual compliment, and is meant to keep you set apart in your physical relationship for one another (Genesis 2:18, 22-25; Matthew 19: 3-6; Malachi 2:14; 1 Corinthians 7: 10-11)” (Broger 1991, 245).
The marriage relationship is to reflect the relationship between Jesus Christ and His church.  (Eph 5:21-33)




“When you marry, you commit yourself in a covenant before God to a lifetime of companionship with your spouse” (Broger 1991, 246).  We should consider how highly God esteems the marriage covenant. (Pro. 2:11-19; Mark 10:6-9)

“God has established the character of marriage” (Broger 1991, 246)

a. Biblical love for your spouse is to be based on God’s love for you and must be practice out of a desire to please the Lord (2 Cor 5:9; Col 1:9-12, 3:17)

b. In God’s sight, marriage partners are equal in value but have different responsibilities (1 Cor 11:11-12; Gal 3:28;Titus 2:3-5; 1 Peter 3:1-7)

c. Marriage is to be marked by the loving servanthood of marriage partners to one another (Eph 5:21-33; Philippians 2:3-4) (Broger 1991, 246).
“God has designed some to receive the blessing of remaining single.  If you are single, you have a great opportunity for ministry in the life of a church family, since you do not have the responsibilities or potential distractions of married people (1 Cor 7:32-35)”  (Broger 1991, 247). 
“God has given singleness as a gift to some.  He desires those who are presently single to be content and to bless others with their time, material good, and energy, making the most of every opportunity to serve.  You will never be content as a married person if you are not content as a single person (Romans 12:9-21; Philippians 4:11-19; 1 Corinthians 7:32-35; Eph 5:16)” (Broger 1991, 247).
“Since the marriage relationship is to reflect the relationship between Jesus Christ and His church, it is imperative that biblical submission and love be practiced in all its aspects between husband and wife” (Broger 1991, 256).
“Biblical submission is an act of the will demonstrated by serving another out of an attitude that regards them as more important that yourself.  This does not mean that you place yourself under the control of another.  You stand directly accountable to God and not to any one else’s ultimate authority (Matthew 20:26-28; Acts 5:29; Romans 14:12)” (Broger 1991, 258).
“You are to be like the Lord Jesus Christ who is the supreme example of biblical submission.  He submitted to the will of His Father, He willing served others, He suffered unjustly, not threatening or retaliating but instead entrusting Himself to His Heavenly Father who judges righteously (1 Peter 2:21-25)” (Broger 1991, 258).
“God’s Word requires you to submit without a contentious spirit (Proverbs 10:12; Eph 4:31)” (Broger 1991, 258).
“Since a marriage relationship is to be patterned after the relationship between the Lord Jesus Christ and His church, the commandment to love one another is of paramount importance” (Broger 1991, 259).
“Your marriage is to be a covenant before the Lord to a lifetime of companionship and mutual help you’re your spouse (Pro 2:17; Malachi 2:14; Mark 10: 7-9)” (Broger 1991, 259).
“Your love for your spouse is not to be based on your emotions, circumstances, or your spouse’s responses (based on Matt 5:43-44; John 13:34-35).  Instead you are to love your spouse in obedience to the Lord (John 14:15) and in response to His love for you (1 John 4:10-11).  God does not command you to feel like loving.  Instead, He desires you to think, speak, and act in a loving manner (1 John 3:23) even when your spouse” (Broger 1991, 258):
a. Chooses to have only casual contact with you, much like your neighbor (Matt 22:39);

b. Currently acts like your enemy (Matt 5:44; Luke 6:27,35);

c. Is a believer (John 13:34; Heb 13:1; 1 Peter 4:8) or an unbeliever (1 Cor 7:12-16; Eph 5:25, 28; or Titus 2:3-5) (Broger 1991, 259).
“You can show love toward your spouse in spite of any fears that you may have since God’s abiding and perfect love casts out all fear.  You are not being a hypocrite by loving your spouse even if you do not feel like it (Romans 12:9).  To love when you do no feel like it is simply a matter of faithful obedience (John 14:15) and is a response to God’s love for you (1 John 4:10-11, 19). (It is not hypocritical to do things that you don’t feel like doing.  You may not feel liking cooking a meal or going to work, but you do it anyway because you know that it is your responsibility.  You are a hypocrite only when you do things that you don’t feel like doing and say that you enjoy doing them.)” (Broger 1991, 259)
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As you seek to draw closer to God the Father through Jesus Christ and submit to God’s way, the husband and wife will draw closer to each other.


Because their focus is on Christ so their minds and purposes can become one through Christ.  They are both heading in the same direction toward the same goal—glorifying God.
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