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The culture and philosophies of our day are pervasive with the teaching that finding fulfillment and success in life is attained by learning to love oneself and stand up for one’s rights.  No matter what situation one may find oneself, or whatever strata of society one is in, the prevailing counsel is: “Take up for your rights, and see to it that you are not slighted, be it by marriage partner, boss at work, or society in general and fight for what is perceived as right.”  Self-fulfillment, self-esteem, self-realization, etc. are the hallmark of the world’s prescription for a successful and happy life.


The Word of God stands in direct contrast to this philosophy, and followers of the Lord Jesus Christ are told: “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it” (Matthew 16:24-25).  Scripture also tells us that God’s “thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are His ways your ways” (Isaiah 55:8).  
The Christian is called to walk in a way contrary to the philosophies of the world. In this study, we are going to look at the teaching of God’s Word in regard to the Christian’s call to deny self, and in some cases, suffer injustice in the will of God for the glory of God.  The purpose of this study is to lay foundational biblical presuppositions which will guide and direct thinking and responses.

Day One- Read Romans 12:9-13:1, and answer the following questions:

1. Write down every phrase that is a direct contrast to man’s “natural” response to injustice or mistreatment.

2. There are six things in the passage that we are specifically told NOT to do.  List these six things.

3. As you mediate on these things, ask the Lord how you can specifically begin practicing these things in your life today in the circumstances which you are currently in.  Write out your goal.

Day Two- Read 1 Peter 2:11-3:2,  
These verses give instruction to Christian walking before an unbelieving world.

1. What do the terms “sojourner and pilgrim” picture about the Christian?

2. List everything you think that might be included in the term “fleshly lusts.”
3. What is the Christian’s motive for “good works”?

Day Two (cont.)

4. Does God command us to submit to all authority, good or bad?  Why?

5. In verses 2:17-3:2 list all the types of authority we are told to submit to.  List the places where we are specifically told to submit to unfair/unjust authority.

6. Why is this commendable to God?
Day Three-Read Matthew 5:38-48

1. In verses 38-42, what are we told NOT to do regarding evil people?

2. What are we told to do instead?

3. In verses 43-44, what 4 things are we told to do to our enemies?

4. In verses 45-48, why does God tell us to behave like this?  Who is our example for how we are to respond to evil?

Day Four- Read Matthew 6:19-34

1. What reasons does God give for telling us not to seek treasures on earth?

2. What do you think is meant in verse 24, “you cannot serve two masters”?

3. What class of people is concerned about seeking earthly things?

4. What does God command us to be seeking after?
Day Five-Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 2 Corinthians 5:9-10, 15; Colossians 3:17

1. What is to be the primary aim of the Christian in every circumstance or situation?  Why?

2. In 2 Cor 5:9-10, what is another motive given for this aim?

3. Who are we told not live for in 2 Cor. 5:15?  Why?

4. Write Colossians 3:17 in your own words, personalizing it to your life, circumstances and goal.
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